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This week’s community profile: Peninsula Center 


Travelers rediscover quiet town 


By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

PENINSULA CENTER People 
don’t live in the past in this Door County 
community hut they don't forget about it 
either. 

Descendants of one of Peninsula Cen¬ 
ter’s early families live here, and the 
store the family operated when this was a 
thriving farm community still is open. 

The community is at Door County 
Highways A and E. Traffic on Door 
County A is brisk as more and more trav¬ 
elers discover this alternative to the state 
highways along Green Bay and Lake 

Michigan. 

Still, Penin¬ 
sula Center is 
a quiet cousin 
to its busy Door County neighbors and 
that seems to suit residents just fine. 

"I don’t miss all the people running 
around, worrying about getting hit by a 
car when you cross the street,” Julie Zet- 
tel says. 

Zettel and her husband John own Wa- 
shichek’s Store, 7898 Door County A, and 
Zettel’s Sales and Service, a lawn, garden 
and snowmobile business at 7888 Door 
County A. A worn mortgage shows that 
John Zettel’s grandparents. Joseph and 
Rose Washichek. bought the store in 
1909. 

The Washicheks ran it as a general 
store, selling event hi ng from food to 
clothing to gas, Zettel says. Two of their 
four daughters, including Zettel’s moth¬ 
er, Agnes, and his aunt, Anna, ran the 
store in later years. 

"Over the years the store was a main¬ 
stay,” John Zettel says. "Everybody 
shopped there." 

They rent the store now. but the Zet- 
tels are pleased it still is open. 

”1 don’t think I'll ever sell it; it’s my 
home,” John Zettel says. ’’It’s hard, 
though, not to be able to walk in the door 
and grab a handful of candy or a can of 
POP" 

Peninsula Center’s only other entre- 
peneur expanded his modest business in¬ 
terests when he crossed the highway 
from his tavern to lease Washichek's 
Store. 

Dale Kiehnau owns Peninsula Pub, 
7899 Door County A. The watering hole 
is a popular stop for locals and young 
people who come to Door County for 
summer employment, he says. The build¬ 
ing. which leans precariously and sports 
few right angles, also attracts curious 
out-of-towners. 

’It’s not unusual to have a guy in a 
$50,000 Mercedes pull up next to a farm¬ 
er’s pickup truck and they go inside and 
before long they get into a pool game,” 
Kiehnau says. 

Kiehnau keeps the store looking much 
like it did years ago. He'll take a different 
tack with the tavern, with renovation 
planned. 

He has been in the bar and restaurant 
business for 20 years. What keeps him in 
Peninsula Center 0 

"Debt." he says with a laugh. "No, 
really, just being born and raised up here 
and having the opportunity to work with 
both the locals and the tourists. You’re 
meeting new people all the time.” 

Leo Weise can’t change the past, but 
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Rural home: Leo Weise reflects Joe. run the farm, which is one of 
on 70 years on his farm in Penin- only a few left in the Door County 
sula Center. Weise and his son, community. 


Peninsula Center file 

□ Population: About 20. 

□ In the middle: The community's 
name comes from its location approx¬ 
imately in the center of Door County's 
upper peninsula. 

□ Daily living: Children here attend 
the Gibraltar School District. Resi¬ 
dents shop in Sturgeon Bay and 
Green Bay and spend free time snow- 
mobiling. swimming, ice fishing and 
playing in local baseball leagues 
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looking back over more than 50 years of 
farming, he admits he might have done 
things differently. Weise. 3416 Door 
County E. owns a dairy farm. 

He has had a front-row seat for the na¬ 
tion’s farming decline, reflected in his 
own community. His memories are bitter¬ 
sweet. but he keeps his humor. 

"From the Green Bay waters to Lake 
Michigan, just on E here, there's but two 
farms now.” Weise says. "In times back I 
could count 20 farmers.” 

Sitting on the back porch, reflecting 
on 70 years here. Weise says this may be 
his last year farming. He took over the 
family farm as a young man at the urging 
of his late w ife, who thought the area was 
ideal to raise a family. 


On that point she was correct, but she 
couldn’t have foreseen the uncertain fu¬ 
ture of farming. 

"Today the milk goes out of here and 
you don’t know what you’re going to get 
for it till you get the check three days lat¬ 
er.” he says. 

Weise won’t move from the farm when 
he shuts it down and he won’t rent the 
land. 

”1 was bom in this place and I’m going 
to spend the rest of my time right here," 
he savs. I'll just cut the grass and let it 

lay.”* 


■ Next week: Slab City in Shawano 
County 









Family history: John and Julie Zettel and their 
daughter. Jennifer, look through family scrap books 



Check it out Delores Michel sen works at the check¬ 
out lane in Washichek s Store 

















